DRAFT

City of Houston Ordinance No. 2009-

AN ORDINANCE DETERMINING THE POPULATION OF THE CITY AND THE
POPULATION OF EACH OF THE COUNCIL DISTRICTS AND-DETERMINING THAT THE

UNBALANCED FOR PURPOSES OF ARTICLE V, SECTION 3 OF THE CITY CHARTER,;
MAKING VARIOUS FINDINGS AND PROVISIONS RELATED TO THE SUBJECT; AND

DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.

WHEREAS, the City reli n population data, including estimates of lation, for

vari r ther than redistricting; an

WHEREA timat f the City's ulation show significant growth since th

2000 federal decennial census; and
WHEREAS, Article V, Section 3 of the City Charter provides-thatin-each-yearduring

in connection with ible redistricting r irements: an

WHEREAS, Article-V-Section-3-of-the-Gity the Charter also requires that the-Gity
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and“th t available data” S it ncil when

adopted-on-May-2,-2007 federal voting rights laws and the case law that has interpreted it

require a very high standard for data that is u in redistricting; an

WHEREAS, the “best availabl ta” for th 1 f the Charter requirement i
the only data that permits the Citv t mply with the federal law and the voting rights of its

citizens, and that is the federal decennial census count; and
WHEREAS, the City G

required-by-law-and-the-Gharter-of-the-Gity h onsistently relied upon the official

decennial cen count in redistricting because the courts have found it to be reliable for

the full decennial period; NOW, THEREFORE,
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF HOUSTON, TEXAS:

Section 1. That the findings contained in the Preamble of this Ordinance are

determined to be true and correct and are hereby adopted.

Section 2. The City Council finds;-based-upon-its-investigation-and-the-expert
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advice-of-the-Planning-Deparment-that determines that th lation stated in Exhibit A

attached to this Ordinance and incorporated herein is the “best available data” to determine

the population of the City and of various City Council districts is-as-stated-in-Exhibit-A

and in th ntext of Article V, Section 3 of the City Charter.

Section 3.  If any provision, section, subsection, sentence, clause, or phrase of
this Ordinance, or the application of same to any person or set of circumstances is for any
reason held to be unconstitutional, void or invalid, the validity of the remaining portions of
this Ordinance or their application to other persons or sets of circumstances shall not be
affected thereby, it being the intent of the City Council in adopting this Ordinance that no
portion hereof or provision or regulation contained herein shall become inoperative or fail
by reason of any unconstitutionality, voidness or invalidity of any other portion hereof, and

all provisions of this Ordinance are declared to be severable for that purpose.
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Section 4. The City Council officially finds, determines, recites and declares that a

sufficient written notice of the date, hour, place and subject of this meeting of the City
Council was posted at a place convenient to the public at the City Hall of the City for the
time required by law preceding this meeting, as required by the Open Meetings Law,
Chapter 551, Texas Government Code; and that this meeting has been open to the public
as required by law at all times during which this Ordinance and the subject matter thereof
has been discussed, considered and formally acted upon. The City Council further ratifies,
approves and confirms such written notice and the contents and posting thereof.

Section 5. There exists a public emergency requiring that this Ordinance be passed
finally on the date of its introduction as requested in writing by the Mayor; therefore, this
Ordinance shall be passed finally on such date and shall take effect immediately upon its
passage and approval by the Mayor; however, in the event that the Mayor fails to sign this
Ordinance within five days after its passage and adoption, it shall take effect in accordance
with Article VI, Section 6, Houston City Charter.

PASSED AND ADOPTED this ___ day of , 2009.

APPROVED this ___day of , 2009.

Mayor of the City of Houston

Pursuant to Article VI, Section 6, Houston City Charter, the effective date of the
foregoing Ordinance is
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City Secretary

Prepared by Legal Dept.

TBC 64/26/68 02/11/09 Senior Assistant City Attorney
Requested by Director of Planning and Development
L.D. File No.
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